forth—and yet none of those titles indicated that every one of
them was, in his or her own way, an EHM, Lthat everv one of them
was serving the interests of global empire,

Mor did the fact of those titles amony my stall suggest that we
were just the tip of the iceberg. Every major international eom-
pany—from ones that marketed shoes and sporting goods to those
that manufactured heavy equipment—had its own KITM eguiva-
lents, The march had begun and it was rapidly eneircling the
planet. The hoods had discarded their leather jackets, dressed up
i business suits, and taken on an air of respectability. Men and
women were descending from covporate headquarters in New
York., Chicago, San Francisco, London, and Tolovo, streaming
across every continent to convines corrupt politicians to allow
their countries to be shackled to the corporatocracy, and to indues
desperate people to sell their bodies to sweatshops and assembly
lines,

It was disturbing to understand that the unspoken details be-
hind the written words of my résume and of that artiele defined a
world of smoke and mirrors intended to keep us all shackled o a
system that is morally repugnant and ultimately self-destructive.
By getting me to read hetween the lines, Paula bad nedged me to
take one more step along & path that would ultimately translorm
my life.
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i CHAPTER 24

Ecuador's President Battles Big Oil

My work in Colombia and Panama gave me many spportanities ko
stay in tonch with and to visit the first country to be my home
away from home. Feoador had suffersd under a long line of dic-
tatore and right-wing aligarchies manipulated by LLS. palitical
and commercial interests. [n a way, the country was the quintes-
sential banana republic, and the corporatocracy had made major
inrmds there.

The serious exploitation of oil in the Ecoadorian Amazon basin
begzan in the late 19602, and itresulted ina buying spree in which
the small chib of families who ran Ecuador plaved into the hands
of the international banks, They saddled their country with huge
amounts of debt, backed by the promise of oil revenues. Roads
and industrial parks, hydroelectre dams, transmission and dis-
tribution systems, and other power projects sprang up all aver the
country. International engineering and constuction companies
struck it rich—oanee again,

Cne man whose star was rising over this Andean country was
the exception to the rule of political corruption and complicity
with the corporatocracy. Jaime Roldis was a university professor
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and attorney in his late thirties, whom [ had met on several neea-
sions, He was charismatic and charming, Onee, 1 impatnonsly of-
fered to fly to Quito and provide free consulting services anv time
he asked., Tsaid it partially in jest, bul alse beeanse T would gladly
have done it on my own vacation time—I liked him and, as Twas
yuick ta tell him, was always looking for & good excuse to visit his
country. He langhed and offered me a similar deal, saving that
whenever [ needed to negotiate my oil bill, I conld call on him.

He liad established a reputation as a populist and a national-
ist, a persun who belicved strongly 1o the nghts of the poor and in
the responsibility of politicians to use a country’s natural resourees
prudenth. When he hegan campaigning for the presidency in
1974, he captured the amention of his conntrymen and of citizens
in every nation where foreign interests exploited oil—or where
peaple desired independence from the influences of powerful out-
side forces, Reldds was the rare modem politician who was nat
afraid to oppose the status quo, He went after the oil companies
and the not-so-subtle system that supported them,

For instance, I heard that he accused the Sumumer Institute of
Lingunistics (S5IL), an evangelical missionary group from the
United Stales, of sinister collusion with the oil companies. | was
familiar with SIL missionaries [rom myw Peace Corps days. The
organization had entered Ecuador, as it had so many other
countrics, with the professed goal of studving, recording, and
translating indigenous languages.

S1IL had been working extensively with the Huaorani tribe in
the Amazon basin area, during the carly vears of oil exploration,
when a disturbing pattern appeared to emerge. While it might
have haen a enincidence (and na link was ever proved), stories were
tald in many Amazonian communities that when seismologists
reported to corporate headguarters that a cartain region had char-
acteristics indicaling & high probabilily of oil beneath the surface,
some SIL members went in and cocouragzed the indigenons peo-
ple to move from thet land, onto missionary reservations; there
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Ly would receive free foad, shelter, dothes, medical treatiment,
and missionary-siyle educativn. The condition was that, according
tor these stories, they had Lo deed their lands to the ol companits.

Humors abounded that SIL missionaries used an assortment of
nnderhanded technigues to persnade the tribes to sbandon their
hotmes and move to the missions, A frequently repeated story was
that they had donated food heavily laced with laxatives—then of-
fered medicines to cure the diarches epidemic. Throughout
Huaorani territory, SIL aindropped false-hattomed food baskets
comtaining oy radio transmitters; the mmor was that reeeivers ot
highly sophisticated communications stations, manned by 118,
military personnel st the army base in Shell, tuned in to these trans-
mitters. Whenever a member of the tribe was bitten by a poisonous
shake or became secously 111, an S1L representalive arrived with an-
tivenorm ar the proper medicines—often in oil company belicopters.

Druring the cacly days of oil exploration, five missionaies were
found dead with TTusorani spears protmding from their bodies.
Later, the Huaoranis claimed they did this to send a messape to
keep missionaries out. The message went unheeded, Tn fact, itul-
timately had the opposite effect. Rachel Saint, the sister of one of
the murdered men, tonred the United States, appearing on na-
tional television in nrder to raise money and support for SIL end
the oil companics, whao she claimed wers helping the “savages” he-
corrie civilimed and educated.

Avcording to some sources, SIL received lunding from the Rock-
efeller charities. Family scion John D, Rockefeller had founded
Standard Oil—which later divested into the majors, incliding
Chevron, Fxooon, and Maohil I

Raldas struck me as 2 man who walked Lhe path blazed by Tor-
rijns. Bath stood up te the world's strongest superpower. ‘Torrijos
wanted to take back the Canal, while Rolddss stronghy national-
istic position on oil Uveatened the worlds most influential compa-
nies, Like Tovrijos, Roldds was not a Communiat, but rather stood
for the right of his country to determine its own destine, And as
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they had with Torrijos, pundits predicted that big husiness and

Washington would never tolerale Roldds as president, that if

elected he wounld meet a fate similar to that of Guatemala’s Arbena
nr Chile's Allende.

[t seemed to me that the two men weethee might spearhead a
new movement in Latin American politics and that this movement
might form the foundation of changes that eould aflect every nation
on the planet, These men were not Castros or Gacdhatis, They were
naot associated with Hussie or China or, as in Allendes cage, with the
international Socialist movement. They wene popular intelligent,
charigmatic leaders who were pragmatic instead of dogmatie.
Thesy were nationalistic but nat anti-American. If corporatocracy was
built an three piliars—major corporations, international bankes, and
colluding governments— Roldis and Tormijos held oot the possibil-
it af removing the pillar of government collusion.

A major part of the Holdos pladform was what came to be known
as the Hydrocarboma Polisye 'This policy was based on the premise
that Keuador’s greatest potential resource was pelrolenm and that
all future exploitation of that resowree should be done in a manner
that would hring the groatest beonefit o the langest percentage of the
populatiom. Baldas was & firm believer in the stales obligation to
assist the poor and disenfranchised. He expressed hope that the
Hydrocarhons Policy conld in fact be wsed as a vebaele for bringing
ahout soeial reform. He had to walk a fine line, however, because he
knew that in Keuador, as in so mary other eountries, he could nol be
elected withont the support of at least some ol e mest influential
families, and that even if he should manaee o win without them, he
wald never see his programs implemented withoul their support,

I weas personally relioved that Carter was in the White Houge
during this cmucial time. Despite pressures from Texaco and
other oil interests, Washington stayed pretty much out of the pic-
ture, I knew this would not have been the case under mast. other
administeativns — Republican or Demoeral.

More than any other issue, [helieve i was the Tidooearhons Pol.
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iey that eonvineed Henadorians to send Jaime Roldds o the
Fresidential Palace in Gmito—their first democratically elected
president after a long line of dictators. He outlined Lhe basis of
this policy in his August 10, 1979, inausgural address;

We musl take ellective measures to defend the cnergoe
resourees of Lhe oation, The State (must) maintain the
diversificalion of iks exports and oot lose its cconomic
independence . - Our decisions will be inspired solely
Ly national interests arud o the oneestoeted defense of
Our sovervign rights 4

Chnee m office, Roldos had to focus on Texacno, sinee by that
time il bad beeome the main player in the oil game. 1twas an ex-
tremely rocky relativnship. The wil pant did not tuat the new
president and did nol want to be part of any policy that would set
new precedents, 1L was very aware that such policics might serve
as models in other countiies,

A speech delivered by a key adviser to Roldés, José Carvajal,
summed up the new administration’s attitude:

If & partner | Texaen | does not want to take rsks, to
ntake investments for exploration, or to cxplait the ar-
eas of an oil eoneession, the sther partner has the dght
to make those investments and then to take over as the
OO a o

We helieve our relalions with foreign companies
have to be just; we have to be tongh in the struggle; we
have to be preparced fur all kinds of pressures, but we
should not display fear ar an inferiority complex in ne-
st iating with those foreigners®

On MNew Year's Day, 1980, [ made a rosolutien. 1 was the he-
ginning ol a new decade. In twenty-eight days, 1 would turn
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thirty-five. | resolved that during the next vear T would make a
major change in my life and that in the future I would ey to
madel myself alter modern beroes like Jaime Roldds and Omar
Torrijos.

Ly aclddition, something shocking had happened months earlier.
From a profitability standpeint, Bruno had been the maost suc-
cesstul president in MAINS lustory. Nonetheless, suddenly and
withmit warning, Mac Hall had fired him.

170 Confessions of an Econcris HIL Man

& CHAPTER 25

| Quit

Mac Halls licing of Bruno hit MAIN like an earthquake, It
caused lurmeil and dissension throughout the company, Brune
liad his share ol encmics, but even some of them were dismayed,
To many einployees it was obvious that the motive had been jeal-
ousy, During discussions across the himeh table ar around the cof-
fee wagon, people often confided that they thought Hall fielt
threatened by this man who was more than fifteen yvears his jun-
ior and who had taken the firm to new lesels of profitability,

“Hall conldn't allow Brono to go on locking se good,” one man
saicdl *Hall had to know that it was just a matter of time before
Brunao would take over and the old man wonld be out 1o pasture”

Az if to prove such theories, Hall appointed Faul Priddy as the
new president, Paul had been a vice president at MAIN for vears
and was an amiable, nuts-and-haltz engineer. In my opinion, he
was also lackluster, a yes-man who would bow to the chairman's
whims and would never threaten him with atellar profits. My opin-
ion was shared by many others,

For me, Bruno's departure was devastating. He had been a per-
senal mentor and a key factor in our international work. Priddy,
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# CHAPTER 26

Ecuador's Presidential Death

Leaving MAIN was no casy matter; Paol Priddy refused to believe
i "Aprnl Fools” hoe winked.

I assured him that I was serious. Hecalling Panla'’s advice that
1 should do nothing to antagonize anvane or to give canse for sus-
picion that I might expose my KHM work, 1 emphasized that T ap-
preciated everything MAIN had done for me but that I needed w
move on. | had alvays wanted to write about the people that
MAIN had introduced me to around the warld, but nothing polit-
ical. | said | wanted to freelance for Nafiono! Geographic and
other magazines, and to continue to lravel, T declared my loyalty
to MAIN and swore that 1 would sing ils praises al every oppor-
tunity. Finally, Fanl gave in,

Aftor that, evervone else tried to talk me oul of resizning. T was
reminded frequently about how good 1 had i, and T was even ae-
cnsed of inzanity, I came W understand that no one wanted to ae-
cept the fact that T was leaving voluntarily, at least in part, because
it forced them to look at themselves, 1f T were not erazy for leaving,
Lhen they might have to consider their own sanity in staying, 1t was
casier b see me as a person who had deparled from his senses.
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Particularly disturbing were the reactions of my staff. Tn their
eyes, [ was deserting thee, and there was no strong heir apparent.
However, I had made up my mind. After 211 those vears of vacil-
lation, I now was determined to make a clean sweep,

Unfortunately, it did not quite work out that way, True, I no
limger had a job, bat since 1 had been far frorm a lully vested part-
ner, the cash-out of myv stock was not sulficient for retirement.
Had I stayed al MAIN another few vears, | might have become
the forty-vear-old millivnaire | had onee envisioned: however, at
thirly-five T bad a long way to go to accamplish that objective. Tt
v a oild and dreary April in Boston.

Then one day Paul Priddy ealled and pleaded with me to come
ter his office. “One of our clients is threatening to drop us,” he said.
“They hired us becausze they wanted you to represenl them on the
expert witness stand.”

I thought a lot ahout it. By the time [ sat across the desk from
Panl, | had made my decizion. [ named mv price—a retainer that
was more than three times what oy MATN salary had been, To mv
surprise, he agreed, and that started me on & new career,

For the next several vears, I was emploved as a highly paid ex-
pert witness—primariky for LA, electric utility eompanies seeking
to have new power plants approved for construction by public
utilities commissions, One of my clients was the Public Serviee
Company of New Hampshire, My job was to justify, under oath,
the peonomic [easibilily of the highly controversie] Scabrook no-
elear power plant.

Althouagh [ was no longer dircethy involved with [atin America,
I continued to follow events there. As an expert witness, [ had lots
of time between appearances on the stand. 1 kept in touch with
Paula and renewed old friendships from my Peace Corps days in
Ecnador—a country that had suddenly jumped to center stage in
the world of international oil politics.

Jaime Roldds was moving forward. He took his campaign
promises seriously and he was lamehing an all-out attack on the
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il companiss. He seeimed Lo see clearly the things that many oth-
erg on both sides of the Panama Canal either missed or chose to
ggmore. He understood the underlying eurrents that threatened to
Lurn the world into a giobal coopire and to relegate the citizens of
his country to a very minar mole, hordering on servitude, As I read
the newspaper articles about him, 1 was impressed not ondy by his
commitment, but also by his ability to pereeive the deeper issnes.
And the decper ssues pointed to the fact that we were entering a
new epuch of world politios.

In Movember 1980, Carter lost the LLS. presidential election to
Konald Reagan. The Fanama Canal ‘Treaty he had negotiated with
Torrijos, and the situation in Iran, especially the hostages held at
the U5, Embassy and the failed resene attempt, were major fac-
tors. However, something subtler was also happening, A president
whose preatest oal was world peace and who was dedieated o re-
ducing T8, dependence on oil was replaced by a man who be-
ligwed thal Ue Tnited States” rightiul place was al the op of o
world paramid held up by military musele, and that conteolling oil
fields wherever they existed was part of our Manifest Destiny, A
president who installed solar panels on White House roofs was re-
placed by one who, immediately upon occupying e Oval Office,
had them removed.

Cacter may have been an mmetiective polibicten, but be bad a vi-
sien for America that was consistent with the coe defined o oar
Deeelarstion of Independenee. In cetrospeet, be now seems
naively archaie, a throwhack to the ideals that maolded this nation
and drew so many of our grandpareots to her shores, When wae
comparea him to his immediste predecessors and successors, be s
an anomaly. His worldview was ineonsistent with that of the
EHM=.

Reagan, on the other hand, was moat definitely a global empine
builder, a servant of the corporatocracy, Al the Lime of his election,
I found it Giting that he was a Hollywood actor, a man whao had
followed orders passed down [rom moguls, who knew how to take
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direction, That would he his signature. The would cater to the men
wha shuttled back and forth from corporate CEO offices to bank
boards and into the halls of government. He wonld serve the men
who appeared to secve him but who in fact ran the government.
men like Viee President George [1 W, Bush, Secretary of State
George Shulte, Secretary of Delense Caspar Weinberger, Richard
Cheney, Richard Helms, and Robert MeNamara, He would adyo-
cate what those men wanled: an America that controlled the
world and all its resources, o world that answered Lo the com-
mands of that America, a 115, military that would coforce the
rules as they were written by America, and an international
Lrede and banking system that supported Ameriea as CEO of the
global empire,

As [ looked into Lhe future, it seemed we were entering a peviod
that would be very spod to the FHMs. It was another teist of fate
that | had chosen this moment in history Lo drop out. The more 1
reflected an ity however, the better 1 felt about it, [ knew that my
timing was rght,

As for what this meaul in the long termy, 1 had no eryseal ball;
however, 1knew from history that empires do oot endure and that
the pendulum always swings in hoth divections. From my per-
spective, men like Roldds offered hope, I was certain that
Ecuadors new president understood many of the subtleties of the
eurrel situation. 1 knew thal he had heen a Torrijos admirer and
had applauded Carter for his courageous stand oo the Panama
Canal issue. [ folt certain that Roldés would not falter. T eould only
hope that his fortitude would [zht a candle for the leaders of uther
countries, who needed the type of inspiration he and Torrijos
eomld provide.

Early in 19881, the Roldés administration formally presented his
new hydrocarbons law to the Eevadovian Congress. If imple-
mented, it would reformi the eountry's relalionship to oil compa-
nies. By many standards, it was considered revalutionary and even
racical. It certainiy simed to change the way husiness was con-
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durted, Tts influence would 2tretch far bevond Eenador, intn nauch
of Latin America and throughout the world.!

The oil companies reacted predictably—they pulled oat all the
stops. Their public relalions people went to work to vilify Jaime
Foldds, and their lobbyists swepl into Quito and Washington,
briefeases fll of threats and payolls, They tried to paint the first
democratically elected president of Ecuador in modern tines as
another Castro. But Roldds would nol cave in Lo intimidation, He
responded by denouncing the conspiracy between politics and
gil—and religion. Although he offered no tangible prool, he
openly accused the Summer Institute of Lingmistios of coliuding
with the oil companies and then, in an extremely hald move, he
prdered SIL out of the conntie 2

Cinly weeks after sending his legislative package to Congress
and @ couple of davs after expelling the 811 missiomartes, Roldos
wirned all foreign interests, including hut not limited to ol
companies, that nnless they implemented plans that would help
Ecuador's peaple, thev wonld be forced to leave lns country, He
delivered a major speech at the Atshualps Olympic Stadinm in
Chiita and then headed off to & small communmly o southern
Ecnador.

He died there in a fiery airplanc crash, oo May 24, 19817

The world was shocked. Latin Amerieans were outraged.
MNewspapers throughout the hemisphere blased, "CIA Assasai-
nation!”™ In addition to the fact that Washington and the oil
companies hated him, many circnmsatanees appeared Lo support
these allegations, and such suspicions were heightened as
more facts became known. Nothing was cver proven, but eye-
witniesses claimed that Roldas, forewarned aboul an allempt on
his life. had taken precautions, including traveling in twoe air-
planes. At the last moment, it was said, one of his security olfi-
cers had convinced him to board the decoy airplane. It had
blevwn b,

Drespite world reaction, the news hardly made the 115, press.
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Osvalde Hurlado teok over as Henadar's president, Under his
administeation, the Summer Institute of Linguistics conlinued
working in Ecuador, and SIL members were granted sprectal
visas. By the cnd of the yezr, he had launched an ambitious pro-
gram Lo inerease oil drilling by Texaco and other foreign compa-
nies in the Gulf of Guayaguil and the Ameron basin #

Omar Torrijos, in ewlogizing Roldds, referred to him as
“brother.” He also conlessed to having nightmares about his own
assassination; he saw himself dropping from the sky in a gigantic
fireball, IL was prophetic.
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£ CHAPTER 27

Panama: Another Presidential Death

I was stunned by Roldas's death, bul perhaps I should not have
been. | was anything but naive, I lnew aboul Arbene, Mossadegh,
Allende—and ahout many ather people whose names never made
the newspapers or history books bot whose lives were destroyed and
sometimes eut short becanse they stood up to the corporatocracy.
Nevertheloss, | was shocked. Tt was just 2o very blatanl.

| had eoncluded, after our phenomenal suecess in Saudi Ara-
bia, that such wantonly overt actions were things ol U past, I
thought the jackals had been relegated to zoos, Now I saw Lhat I
was wrong. [ had no doubt that Rolddss death had not been an
aceident. 1t had all the markings of & ClA-orchestrated assassi-
mation. 1 nnderstood that 1 had heen executed so blatantly in or-
der tn send a message. The new Reagan administration, complete
with its fast-draw Hollrwood cowhoy image, was the ideal vehicle
for delivering such a message. The jackals were back, and they
wanted Chnar Torrijos and everyone elze who might consider join-
ing an anti-corporatocracy crnsade to know il

Bul Torrijos was not buckling, Like Roldds, he refused ta be in-
Hmidated, TTe, too, expelled the Summer Institute of Linguislics,
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