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Primates

What is a primate?

• grasping hands (5 fingers & 
opposable thumbs)

What is a Primate?

• forward facing eyes
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What is a Primate?

• large brain:body size

No postorbital bar

Long snout

Gibbon (Primate)   Red wolf

What is a Primate?

• Sociality
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What is a Primate?

• 2 mammary glands

Primate Social Groups

1. 1 male, multiple females (polygyny)  

2. 1 female, multiple males (polyandry)

3. multi‐male, multi‐female (promiscuous)

4. socially monogamous 

5. solitary

Primate Phylogeny
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New World Monkeys

• Platyrhini (“flat nose”) 

• Broad nose with outward facing nostrils

• Arboreal

• 70+ species

• 8 oz to 25 lbs

Primates at TBS
1. Family Atelidae (spiders, howlers, woollys)
• large monkeys with prehensile tails, 1 offspring/yr

2. Family Cebidae (squirrels, capuchins)
• small-medium monkeys without prehensile tails, 1 offspring/yr

Subf. Callitrichinae (tamarins and marmosets)
• claw-like nails, usu. 2 offspring/yr

3. Family Pithecidae (sakis, titis, uakaris)
• splayed canines, forward pointing incisors, monogamous

4.  Family Aotidae (night monkeys)

White-bellied Spider Monkey  Ateles belzebuth – ‘maquisapa’ Photo: Andrés Link, TBS
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Common Woolly Monkey  Lagothrix lagotricha – ‘chorongo’ Photo: Catherine Woodward, TBS

Common Woolly Monkey  Lagothrix lagotricha – ‘chorongo’ Photo: Catherine Woodward, TBS
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Red Howler Alouatta seniculus – ‘aullador’ Photo: Delanie Hurst, TBS

Red Howler Alouatta seniculus – ‘aullador’ Photo: Delanie Hurst, TBS

White-fronted Capuchin  Cebus albifrons – ‘mico’ Photo: Andrés Link, TBS
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Squirrel Monkey  Saimiri sciureus – ‘mono ardilla’ Photo: Joe Meisel, TBS

Golden-Mantled Tamarin  Sanguinus tripartitus – ‘chichico’ Photos: C. Woodward, J. Meisel, TBS

Pygmy Marmoset   Cebuella pygmaea – ‘leoncillo’ Photo: Joe Meisel, TBS
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Pygmy Marmoset   Cebuella pygmaea – ‘leoncillo’ Photo: Joe Meisel, TBS

Equatorial Saki

Pithecia aequatorialis

‘parahuaco’

(Male)  Photo: Joe Meisel, TBS

Equatorial Saki  Pithecia aequatorialis – ‘parahuaco’ (Female) Photo: Joe Meisel, TBS
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Red Titi Callicebus cupreus discolor – ‘songo songo’ Photo: Joe Meisel, TBS

Night monkey (owl monkey)  - Aotus vociferans Photo: Joe Meisel, TBS

Grey-necked Night Monkey  Aotus vociferans Photo: Delanie Hurst, TBS


